
PREFACE 

Ajer long, careful, and multidisczjhza y preparation, the Charter far 
Health Care Workers is now beizg publisbed at the initiative of the Pon- 
tz$cal Cotincil for Pastora1 Assistance to Healtb Care Workers. 

Nothing happens by chance in human afiairs, and even chronological 
coincidente can bave symbolic meanings. In fact, the long-awaited docu- 
ment is being publisbed a few months afier the institution (Februa y 11, 
1994, by the Holy Fatber, John Patii II, of the PontzjScal Academy for 
Lzfe, wbicb ideally, operatively and in its statuto y finality is closely asso- 
ciated witb the tas& of the Council for Pastora1 Assistance to Healtb Care 
Workers. 

And tbis Council cannot but feel flattered tbat the CosagregatioB for 
the Dottrine of the Faitb approved and quickly confirmed in its entirety 
the text of the Charter submitted to it: anotber reason for its fa11 validity 
and secure autbority, but also a concrete proof of the interdepartmental 
cooperation expressly desired in the Motu Proprio wbicb set up the Ponti- 
fica1 Council for Pastora1 Assistance to Healtb Care Workers. 

Tbere are many reasons for recommending knowledge, diuulgation, 
and application of the directives contained in tbis deontologica1 code for 
tbose engaged in bealtb care. Its publication ~511s a lacuna wbicb was 
strongly felt not only in the Cbtircb but also by al1 tbose wbo empatbize 
witb the prima y task sbe fulflls of promoting and defending lzfe. 

The extraordinay advances of science and tecbnoloa in the vey vast 
field of bealtb d an medicine bave produced an independent discipline 
called bioetbics, or etbics of lzle. Tbis explains wby, especially from 
Pius X1 onwards, the Magisteritim of the Churcb bas intervened witb in- 
creasing interest, witb consistent firmness, and ever more explicit direc- 
tives concerning al1 the complex problems arising from the indissoluble 
band between medicine and morality. None of tbese problems can be con- 
sidered neutra1 at tbis time in relation to Hippocratic etbics and Cbristipn 
morality. Hence the requirement, stricy respected in the Charter for 
Health Care Workers, for an organic and exbaustive syntbesis of the 
Cburcb’s position on al1 tbat pertains to the aflirmation, in the field of 
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medìcìae, of tbe prima y and absolute value of lzfe: of ali of lzfe and of the 
lzfe of every hman beifig. 

Therefire, a$ter an ìntrodutìon 012 the figure and essentìal tasks of 
health care workers, or better, of the “mìnìsters of lz$e, ” the Charter 
gatbers ìts directìves around the trele tbeme of procreation, hfe, and 
deatb. And SO that-as ofien bappens-doubtful ìnterpretatìoas may aot 
prevaìl over the objective ux& of the copztents, in the drafiìng of the dòc- 
ument tbe statements of the Supreme Pontz;f/‘s and autboratìve texts isszced 
by the O,stct’ces of the Roman Curìa bave almost alhays been quoted dìr- 
ectly. Tbese statemefits sbow conclusively tbat, tbe positìofi of the Cburcb 
on the fundamefltal problems of bioetbìcs, wbìle safeguardtng the sacred 
lìmits ìhzposed by the promotion and defense of lzfe, ìs bìgbly constructìve 
and open to true progress z’iz science and tecbaology, wben tbìs progress ìs 
welded to tbat of cìvìlìzatìon. 

At the begìhhg of the Charter the actìvìty of the bealtb care worker d 
ìs saìd to be “a form of Cbrìstìan wìtaess. ” 

Humbly, but also proudly, we can say tbat tbis Charter for Health 
Care Workers ìs part of the “new evangelization” wbz’ch, ìB senGce to 
lz$e, especìally for tbo se wbo stifler, in ìmìtatìon of Cbrìst’s minìst y, fìnds 
ìts cbaracterìstìc expressìoti. 

The bope, tbeB, ìs tbat tbìs bookhool may become an integra1 part of 
the ìnìtìal and ongoìng formatìon of bealtb care workers, SO tbat tbeìr wìt- 
ness may be proof tbat tbe Cbzucb, ìn ber defese of lzfe, opens ber beart 
and ber arms to ali people, shce Cbrìst’s message ìs addressed to al1 
people. 

FIORENZO Cardinal ANGELINI 
Presde~t of the PoWj%al Coud 

for Pastoral Assistance 
tu Health Care Wurkers 
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